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Research Webinars: Key findings on 
standards’ impacts 
Spring/Summer 2018 
This series of webinars is a space dedicated to sharing emerging research findings in the field of 
sustainability standards’ impacts. We hear from researchers on what impact sustainability standards 
are making and how they can improve their impact. We also hear from practitioners on the key 
takeaways for standards systems. 

If you are interested in sharing your own research through an ISEAL research webinar, please 

contact ISEAL’s Impacts Assistant Rita Mendez (rita@isealalliance.org).  

 

WEBINAR 24: Causes of forest fires and RSPO certification effect on deforestation and fires in 
Indonesia. 

Researchers: Kim Carlson (University of Hawaii) and Russell Toth (The University of Sydney) 
Date and Time: 19th April 2018, 1pm BST 
Discussant: Elizabeth Kennedy (ISEAL Alliance) 

In this webinar Russel Toth will first present a paper on causes of forest fires in Indonesia. The paper 
utilizes data on fires, rainfall, forests, and agricultural conditions and prices over 2000-2016 to 
provide causal evidence on two prospective channels and provide insights toward efforts to predict 
and prevent the fires. This first presentation will set the scene around whether certification is a viable 
intervention to help prevent the fires. The second presentation will be led by Kim Carlson who will 
present a research piece that explores RSPO certification effect on deforestation and fires. Many 
corporations have pledged to eliminate tropical deforestation from their supply chains by purchasing 
only certified “sustainable” products. To evaluate whether certification fulfils such pledges, the article 
applies statistical analyses to satellite-based estimates of tree cover loss to infer the causal impact of 
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) certification on deforestation and fire within Indonesian 
oil palm plantations. 

Please register for the webinar here: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4866425659029591809 

 
WEBINAR 25: Agricultural certification improves uptake of sustainable farming practices over 
time.  
 
Researchers: Matt Bare (Rainforest Alliance) 
Date and time:  3rd May 2018, 2pm BST 
Discussant: Kristin Komives (ISEAL Alliance) 

Evidence as to whether sustainability standards are effective in changing farm management is still 
scarce. This webinar will present the learnings of the study ‘Agricultural certification improves uptake 
of sustainable farming practices over time’ which assesses compliance with the Rainforest Alliance 
Sustainable Agriculture Standard (RA/SAN) of 576 certified organizations, representing more than 
800,000 individual farmers and more than 1.5 million hectares. These certified farm organizations 
are present in major growing regions of coffee, cocoa, tea, and banana, i.e. four of the most 
significant tropical export crops. The paper examines farm compliance scores at the certified 
organizations for key sustainability categories, at the most recent audit, over time, and in response 
to various predictor variables.  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4866425659029591809
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Please register for the webinar here: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3977756380996007937 

 

WEBINAR 26: Where are commodity crops certified, and what does it mean for conservation 
and poverty alleviation? 

Researcher: Cath Tayleur (RSPB Centre for Conservation Science) 
Date and time: 17th May 2018, 2pm BST 
Discussant: Adam Romo/Elizabeth Kennedy (ISEAL Alliance) 

The coverage of certification schemes has increased dramatically over the last decade. However, little is known 
about where sustainability schemes operate and whether certified lands are best located for conserving the 
world’s most important biodiversity and benefiting the most vulnerable producers. To examine these 
questions the paper 'Where are commodity crops certified, and what does it mean for conservation and 
poverty alleviation?' developed the first global map of commodity crop certification, synthesizing data from 
over one million farms. This webinar will discuss the patterns revealed by this mapping process, and how the 
impact of sustainability standards could be increased by identifying places where it would be most beneficial 
to strengthen, consolidate, and expand certification. How certification schemes can benefit from better spatial 
data collection will also be discussed. 
 
Please register for the webinar here:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1104720402989446913 
 

 

WEBINAR 27: Evaluation of UTZ certification contribution to the socio-economic situation of 
cocoa farmers in Ivory Coast. 
Research team: Verina Ingram (Wageningen Economic Research) and Henk Gilhuis (UTZ)  
Date and time: 14th June 2018, 2pm BST 
Discussant: Marta Maireles (ISEAL Alliance) 

This webinar presents an evaluation of the contribution of certification and related activities of UTZ and traders 
to the socio-economic situation of cocoa farmers in Ivory Coast. The aim of this study undertaken in 2017 was 
to analyze contributions of UTZ certification and trader interventions to cocoa farm-households using a mixed 
methods approach. The outcome areas the study focuses on are: increased yields, improved income, improved 
working and living conditions, and better protection of water and soil. The study also focused on elaborating 
on the impact of UTZ at farm household level, interventions and changes at the level of producer groups, 
traders and service providers.  The study is an endline comparing data to a 2012-2013 baseline study 
conducted by Wageningen Economic Research in Ivory Coast for UTZ, IDH, Cargill and Solidaridad.  

 
Please register for the webinar here:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5980719121219529987 

 

WEBINAR 28: Evaluation of the early impacts of sustainability standards on smallholder coffee 
farming households in Indonesia. 

Research team: Russell Toth and Jeffrey Neilson (The University of Sydney) 
Date and time: 28th June 2018, 11am BST 
Discussant: Vidya Rangan/Udit Khare (ISEAL Alliance) 

In this webinar, the results at the mid-point of a 5-year mixed methods study that considers the impacts and 
perceptions of certification-linked sustainability programs and market access in smallholder coffee value 
chains in the southern regions of Sumatra, Indonesia will be presented. Quantitative aspects of the project 
create evidence for the impact of such programs at household level, in connection with theory of change, 
and parsing out impact pathways. Qualitative aspects of the project provide insights from ethnographic case 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3977756380996007937
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1104720402989446913
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5980719121219529987
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studies at village level, broader processes of rural development and poverty alleviation, and a larger-sample 
study of farmer perceptions of sustainability programs across a number of exporters and geographies. 

 
Please register for the webinar here:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5586130786199907585 

 

WEBINAR 29: The Impact of International Cooperative Initiatives on Biodiversity 

Researcher: van Mark Oorschot (PBL Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency) 

Date and time: 12th July 2018, 2pm BST 
Discussant: David D'Hollander (ISEAL Alliance) 

Traditionally, governments are seen as responsible for biodiversity protection. But more and more, initiatives 
of private, non-state actors show a large potential to contribute to biodiversity conservation and 
enhancement. In this webinar the results of examining such ICIB-initiatives mostly on forest related initiatives 
to quantify the global contribution potential of sustainable forest management (SFM) certification to forest 
protection and biodiversity improvement will be presented. In order to assess this impact, a ‘3-tiered 
assessment framework’ was applied containing three levels of analysis: (a) number of projects or number of 
conservation and sustainable use areas realized (‘SFM areas’), (b) positive biodiversity effects attained in 
different forest types and world regions (‘biodiversity impact’), and (c) examples of positive biodiversity effects 
in specific cases on the ground (‘evidence base’). Knowing the potential contribution of sustainability 
standards to forest protection is relevant for both global biodiversity governance mechanisms, like the CBD 
mainstreaming agenda, and national policy support for upscaling the market shares of certified forest 
products.   

Please register for the webinar here:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6039097691138985986 
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PRESENTERS 

 

 

WEBINAR 24 

Kim Carlson is an Assistant Professor at the University of Hawaii’s Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management. A land systems scientist, Carlson’s research 
focuses on the sustainability of tropical commodity crop agriculture. Her work draws from 
multiple disciplines including remote sensing, bio-geochemistry, and land change 
modeling. Carlson’s research has contributed to understanding of agricultural impacts on 
the environment and informs the effectiveness of voluntary environmental governance 
strategies such as certification systems. She received her PhD from Yale University’s School 
of Forestry and Environmental Studies (2012) and holds a Bachelor’s of Science in Biology 
from Stanford University (2004). 

 

Russel Toth is a Senior Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in the School of Economics at the 
University of Sydney. He is a development micro-economist, with primary research interests 
in the development of the private sector in developing and emerging market countries. His 
work often touches on topics in agriculture and the environment. His research often 
involves primary data collection, with a focus on field sites in Southeast Asia, especially 
Indonesia and Myanmar. His research typically involves the application of methods for 
credible inference of causal effects in primary and secondary data. He holds a Ph.D. in 
economics from Cornell University (2012). 

WEBINAR 25 

Matt Bare is Manager (Supply Chain Monitoring & Evaluation) at Rainforest Alliance, where 

he works since 2015. He holds a Master in Forestry from Yale School of Forestry and a MBA 

from Universidad los Andes. He has published research in evaluation of conservation aid 

and forest restoration and has experience in non-profits and academic research.  He has 

developed his field experience in US, Ecuador, Colombia, and Latin America in the areas of 

forest conservation, field ecology, and international development. He is currently working 

in designing and coordinating impact evaluations in bananas, including active projects in 

Costa Rica, Colombia, and Ecuador and he also provides overall   synthesis and support for 

research on RA certification & programs. 
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WEBINAR 28 

Jeffrey Neilson is a Senior Lecturer in geography at the University of Sydney, who has been 

researching issues of rural development in Indonesia for 20 years. He has widely published 

on various aspects of the global coffee and cocoa sectors, with a particular focus on 

Indonesia. Jeff typically applies a global value chain framework to understanding the 

political economy of development and the broader structural forces increasingly shaping 

the livelihood strategies and trajectories of the rural poor in Asia.  
 

Russel Toth is a Senior Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in the School of Economics at the 

University of Sydney. He is a development micro-economist, with primary research 

interests in the development of the private sector in developing and emerging market 

countries. His work often touches on topics in agriculture and the environment. His 

research often involves primary data collection, with a focus on field sites in Southeast 

Asia, especially Indonesia and Myanmar. His research typically involves the application of 

methods for credible inference of causal effects in primary and secondary data. He holds 
a Ph.D. in economics from Cornell University (2012). 

 

 

WEBINAR 26 

Cath Tayleur is a Senior Conservation Scientist at the RSPB, providing scientific support to 
the Society’s work in West Africa, with a particular focus on REDD+, protected area 
management and commodities. Previously she worked at the University of Cambridge as the 
lead analyst on a project to map and assess the distribution of eco-certification schemes for 
tropical crops. During her career she has published widely on the biodiversity impacts of 
different farming systems and of climate change in both European and tropical contexts. She 
has also led projects implementing conservation and livelihood interventions in sub-Saharan 
Africa. She has a PhD from the Zoology Department of Bristol University. 

 

WEBINAR 27 

Dr. Verina Ingram is social scientist focusing on the interactions between people, natural 
resources and markets. She has 20 years of experience working with governments, NGOs, 
business, researchers and communities in Africa, Europe and Asia. Verina currently works 
on tropical commodities including cocoa, timber and non-timber products, evaluating 
impacts on sustainability and livelihoods. Her work includes how improvements can be 
made through governance – especially market-based initiatives such as certification. 
Verina has worked with Wageningen UR since 2012. She worked the Centre for 
International Forestry Research (CIFOR) leading the Central Africa Livelihoods Team from 
2008 to 2010 and SNV Cameroon on market access for the poor and natural resources 

management from 2004 to 2008. Her PhD from the University of Amsterdam concerned the impacts of 
governance arrangements on the sustainability of forest product value chains in the Congo Basin. She holds 
MScs in environmental sciences and human resources and a BSc in management sciences. 
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WEBINAR 29 

van Mark Oorschot Mark van Oorschot is a senior researcher at the Netherlands 

Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL). He works on international biodiversity policies, 

and has performed assessments on several topics, like biodiversity effects of bio-energy 

use, forestry modelling and performance of sustainability standards, and integrating 

natural capital values in supply-chain governance. He is currently involved in evaluating 

Dutch policies like transparency to promote sustainable business models, and upscaling 

the sustainability of international supply-chains. He has contributed to numerous global 

outlook studies using the integrated IMAGE-GLOBIO model framework. 
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