
 
 

 

 

 

Action today for a better tomorrow: a decade to 
deliver the Sustainable Development Goals  
3 June 2020, 8:30 – 18:30 

 

2020 marks a critical decade for action on sustainability. We begin this decade with a heightened 

awareness and sense of urgency for climate action and biodiversity protection – with governments, 

companies and NGOs aligned around the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Many of the world’s largest consumer goods companies are using this year to reflect on their progress 

against their ambitious 2020 targets for key sustainability issues such as deforestation, women’s 

empowerment and water efficiency. As a result, 2020 will be a year of strategic thinking and re-

positioning to determine how companies can best deliver sustainability outcomes. The leading 

performers are also using this opportunity to develop plans for concrete action towards the 2030 

Agenda. 

Join us at the 2020 Global Sustainability Standards Symposium, where sustainability standards, the 

business community and governments will come together with other stakeholders to explore the next 

decade of action for achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. We will examine how companies 

view their role in delivering on the 2030 agenda and how standards and governments can best support 

and complement that role. 

Through a series of moderated panel discussions and expert contributions, participants will go on a 

journey to better understand: 

 leading companies’ strategies for contributing to the Sustainable Development Goals and for paving 

the way on issues such as climate change, living income and biodiversity loss 

 key challenges and opportunities that companies face in working to achieve their strategies 

 how standards are adjusting their approaches to be more effective business partners, with a focus on 

what innovation is needed for them to better support the development and assessment of more 

sustainable supply chains and facilities 

 the partnerships and collaborations needed to ensure greater sustainability, including the role of 

governments 

The Global Sustainability Standards Symposium is hosted in partnership with Swiss State Secretariat for 

Economic Affairs (SECO). 

 



 
 

Programme 

08:30 Registration and coffee 

09:00 Welcome and introducing who is in the room 

 

This event brings together sustainability standards and the business community to explore 

the next decade of action for achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. Speakers 

from the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) and ISEAL Alliance will open 

the symposium and highlight the importance of convening all the different actors in the 

audience on today’s topic. 

09:25 Keynote speech | The time for action 

 

As we begin a new decade with a heightened awareness and sense of urgency for climate 

action and biodiversity protection, now is the time to unite and work together to bring 

successful partnerships and projects to scale. In this speech, we will hear from a leading 

NGO who will provide a bird’s-eye view of where we are and where we have to get to in 

order to achieve our sustainability commitments, and discover how we can make this the 

decade of action. 

9:45 Achieving the SDGS: are companies picking up the pace? 

 

With many companies reflecting on their progress against their ambitious 2020 targets, this 

is a time of strategic thinking and re-positioning on how companies can best deliver 

sustainability outcomes. In this session, we will hear from companies in a number of sectors 

on how they are stepping up and investing as agents of change. We will explore how they 

are shaping their strategies to address issues such as deforestation, women’s 

empowerment and water efficiency, and develop concrete action plans towards the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

10:45 Coffee and networking 

11:15 Standards: intensifying efforts on the SDGs 

 

Sustainability standards provide a vital role in supporting businesses to achieve their 

sustainability objectives. Hear from a panel of standards experts on how their approaches 

and strategies are intensifying to support businesses to achieve the SDGs. We will learn 

about how they are innovating to better support the development and assessment of more 

sustainable supply chains and facilities.  

12:15 Audience dialogue | The route to effective action  

 

In this interactive session, we will take inspiration from what we have heard in the morning 

to discuss the challenges and opportunities for delivering on the 2030 agenda, and how we 

can go from ideas to action. 

13:00 Lunch and topic tables 

14:00 Breakout sessions | From rhetoric to action: making progress on delivering the SDGs 

 

 

The 17 SDGs interwoven: progress must be made on all of them if we are to succeed. In this 

session, we will focus in on some of the goals that are important across a range of sectors. 

We will break into smaller groups to take a deep dive into what has already been achieved 

and what more can be done to make progress in the coming decade. Choose from climate 

action, life on land and decent work. 



 
 

15:15 Coffee and networking 

15:45 Public-private partnerships: setting the framework for achieving the SDGs 

 

The responsibility to deliver on the SDGs is a collective one. Partnerships can help us to take 

stock of progress, identify solutions and scale up our strategies. In this session, we will dig 

into how voluntary and regulatory approaches to sustainability can work together. We will 

explore how governments can set frameworks and expectations for business conduct, and 

how companies can leverage standards to meet these expectations. 

16:30 Keynote speech | Staying the course 

 

With just 10 years to achieve a lot, it is important that we hold ourselves, and others, 

accountable. But how do we foster such accountability? Hear from a leading company 

about how we can stay the course and not get distracted from delivering on our 

sustainability objectives. 

16:50 Closing remarks 

 
The event will come to a close with a few remarks from Karin Kreider, Executive Director of 

ISEAL Alliance. 

17:00 - 

18:30 
Networking reception 

 

 


